
Afghanistan must not be left behind as it braces for the Coronavirus pandemic 
 
To ensure that humanitarian aid is able to reach the most vulnerable people in Afghanistan, we 
reaffirm the United Nations' call for a humanitarian ceasefire and urge Secretary Pompeo, European, 
NATO, P5 leaders to support this initiative by the UN and furthermore, call upon all parties in the 
conflict in Afghanistan to:  
 

• Agree to a full and immediate humanitarian ceasefire.  The pandemic will not wait for intra-
Afghan negotiations to agree to a comprehensive ceasefire;  

• Boost immediate preparedness and response operations for a) Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
activities to prevent the spread; and b) medical supplies and health infrastructure to contain 
the virus;  

• Take proactive steps to ensure that emergency measures do not compromise the space for 
human rights, women’s rights, refugee protection laws and norms, and the space for 
independent civil society to operate in safety. 

 
The world is facing an unprecedented crisis. Covid19 has claimed thousands of lives and the number 
increases daily. This pandemic requires a global response, and one that ensures that no country is left 
behind. Covid19 will not be stopped by borders, nationality, ethnicity, faction or faith and we must 
respond to it together.  
 
International allies are understandably pre-occupied with their own national emergencies at this 
time, but the situation in Afghanistan threatens to rapidly become one of the worst affected 
countries, intensifying this global public health crisis. Afghanistan already has one of the most at-risk 
populations in the world. The recent announcement by the US State Department to cut $1 Billion 
worth of aid raises serious risks at a moment of heightened fragility. This cut could have major 
humanitarian implications, as any drop in funding to institutions and services would reduce the 
country’s ability to treat patients and contain and control the virus in Afghanistan and beyond. 
 
The international community has a critical role to play in preventing deaths on a huge scale. This global 
crisis can only be addressed in Afghanistan if all sides to the conflict agree to a full and immediate 
humanitarian ceasefire. We must support the call by UN Secretary General António Guterres for a 
global ceasefire.  
 
An outbreak of Covid19 in Afghanistan will be devastating as the country now faces multiple crises: a 
fragile peace process, escalating conflict, weakened international support, and now Covid19.  While 
official numbers of infection remain low, likely due to a lack of testing, the Afghan Health Minister has 
warned that up to 80% of the population will be infected, with little capacity or provisions to support 
or treat the sick. 
 
In recent weeks, at least 115,000 Afghans have crossed the border from Iran. Without robust control 
and containment mechanisms at border crossings, combined with limited medical provisions, the 
number of cases across the country will soon spike.  
 
Access to health care in Afghanistan is significantly compromised due to violence and insecurity, and 
its public health system remains weak: with many facilities facing chronic shortages of medicines, 
equipment and doctors. On average, just $8 per capita per year is spent on health care in the country. 
Health facilities and practitioners have regularly been targeted throughout the conflict. Escalating 
violence now threatens to add to the strain, making it even more difficult for those in need to access 
life-saving services.  
 
We are all in this together. A global response to battle this pandemic must include the citizens of the 
most vulnerable countries in the world. This is the only way to protect our collective public health.  
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